
Hendry County Tour 
  
 On Saturday July 18th, several environmental groups from South Florida, such as the Sierra Club, the Caloosahatchee River Citizen Association, Everglades 
Foundation, Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, Audubon and the Collins Center met with Hendry County Commissioner Karson Turner to discuss and tour the 
area for the proposed inland port in Airglades site, as it could become the chosen location in Florida, to see first hand a Stormwater Treatment Area, and to visit an 
organic farm.  The purpose of the tour was to acquaint people with the area, its culture and some of its economy and to provide an opportunity for attendees to ask 
questions and gain information. 
  
 Particularly on the hot button of the inland port, beyond what the word may indicate, an inland port doesn’t have to be connected or have access to a body of water.  
In reality, it could more appropriately be called a Intermodal Logistic Center (ILC), which is a storage and redistribution facility that is accessible through as many 
ways such as truck, rail and air.  It would allow deep water ports, such as the Port of Palm Beach, Miami and Everglades, to store and transfer their cargo into another 
location, usually in more a more rural area, that is further away from the congested coastal locations.  Three of the seven proposed locations are in Palm Beach 
County, one in south Martin County, one in Moore Haven in Glades County, one in Highlands County, and the subject of the July 18th conversation: the 
Airglades/Hilliard site. 
  

   

 
  
The area is a mixture between Hendry County Airglades Airport (2,500 acres), and Hilliard Brothers 6,000 acres private property land.  Environmental positive aspects 
of this location are that it is not within the panther consultation zone (map), the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA), or in the middle of the proposed Everglades 
Restoration Area.  Economically speaking, it is centrally located close to many populated towns and cities, and especially to the areas worst hit by the loss of Sugar 
jobs, due to the buyout.  Also it is close to the Florida Heartland (FHREDI), those counties that have the higher unemployment rate of Florida.  The inland port is 
estimated to bring from 25,000 to 100,000 jobs. 
  
Environmental groups primarily support sites that do not interfere with the Sugar buyout, part of the Everglades Restoration Plan that aims for the improvement of the 
crucial water sheet flow that goes south from Lake Okeechobee to Everglades National Park. In that aspect, the Airglades/Hendry location discussed on Saturday has 
the support of environmentalists as a representative from the Sierra Club expressed.  
  
However, during the meeting many people expressed concerns about possible environmental issues that could arise after the construction of the ILC.  Uncontrolled 
sprawl in the undeveloped lands immediately close of the port are very real, and so there was a request for a “Sprawl Prevention Package” to be incorporated in the 
site proposal.  Intelligent development is necessary to prevent keeping the old way of random construction of houses wherever there is an open lot.  “We are already 
seeing the consequences of our old ways of developing with the current Cape Coral’s Utility problem” John Capece from CRCA commented.      
  
There are also other logistic issues that have to addressed and compared among the different ILC locations.  Commissioner Turner explained that the Airglades 
location already has water and electricity services, but sewage service would have to be incorporated.  Also, even though the Hilliard Property part of the land has 
direct access to a rail line and that these rails will used during Phase I of the project, eventually the rail system would have to be improved to meet the demands of 
heavy cargo transportation.   
  
The initial storage footprint (map below) is estimated in $12 billion dollars. 
  

The Airglades site is 
very well positioned 
with 5 million people 
located in within 75 
miles of it.  Compared 
to the Okeelanta site 
(Belle Glade in the 
map), the Airglades 
site has a better 
environmentally 
friendly location, 
further from the 
Everglades Restoration 
area.   Compared to 
the Moore Haven site 
(the other orange 
square in the map), the 
Airglades site is better 
logistically due to its 
incorporated port. 



 
  

  
  

In the beginning the 
ILC would be used 
only for industrial 

purposes only, NOT 
commercial. 

This is a plan of 
how the facility uses 
eventually would be 

distributed. 
  


